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Solar Energy is “White Hot” in New Jersey 

  



Solar Capacity by State, 12/31/10 
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Density of Installed Solar Capacity  

by State, 2010 
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Solar Capacity by Mounting Type, 3/31/11 
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Number of Grid-Connected Solar Installations 

in New Jersey 
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A Market Driven by Incentives, not the Sun 

  



New Jersey’s Solar Targets  

from the Renewable Portfolio Standard 

Source: Advance & Rutgers Report: Solar Power in the Garden State 



Land Use Implications of the 2026 Goal 

  

– Ground mounted systems: 16,000 acres or 24 
square miles needed 

• 3% of the state’s farmland 

– Rooftop systems: 327 million square feet 

• Less than half of NJ’s estimated rooftop potential for 
solar 

 
Source: Assessment of Solar Facility Siting in New Jersey and Implications for Land Use 

and Smart growth, Prepared for NJF by Jed Drolet, May 2011. 



Big Interest in Ground-Mounted Utility-scale 

Solar Expected, Despite Uncertainty 

• Future of incentives:  

– SREQ price stabilization is likely 

• Energy Master Plan policy on solar siting: 

– Will incentives be tiered to favor rooftops, 
landfills, brownfields? 

• Infrastructure can impede to the grid 

– Legislation to ease bottlenecks?  With or without 
a land use review process? 
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